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Last summer when
Gisele Lalonde Mansfield
announced she would
travel to Africa to climb
Mt. Kilimanjaro in sup-
port of the Grandmoth-
ers to Grandmothers
_ campaign, she believed
she would summit the
mountain by herself.

As word got out about
her climb and her intent
to raise $1 for each of the
mountain’s 19,341 feet,
support for the cause
began to flood in. Not
only has she exceeded
her fundraising goal,
Lalonde Mansfield has
attracted two other
women to her -cause,
including Nepean resi-
dent and grandmother
Trudy Stephen.

Stephen learned
about Lalonde Mansfield
and her cause through
a newspaper article that
featured the Dunrobin
woman and her climbing
partner, Liza Badham, a
grandmother and great-
grandmother from Fitz-
roy Harbour.

The story resonated
with Stephen. She start-
ed to think about the
Haitian orphanage her
son volunteered at and
the orphans who were
coping the best way they
could.

“I thought, ‘Wow, here
is a pair of committed
women, committed to
helping grandmothers .

. Who are faced [with]
raising their grandchil-
dren without resourc-
es,”” she said.

“I thought here is an
opportunity for me that I
might never have again.
Sure, I can help worthy
causes and sure, I can
travel, but to combine the

two with such a worth-
while focus appealed to
me.”

The Grandmothers to
Grandmothers campaign
is operated through the
Stephen Lewis Foun-
dation. The campaign
helps to support African
grandmothers who are
caring for their grand-
children who have been
orphaned by HIV/AIDS.
The money raised by
the three women will
be donated to the cam-
paign.

Having others join
the climb adds a whole
dimension to the jour-
ney, Lalonde Mansfield
acknowledged.

“I didn’t think there
was anybody else out
there who would take to
this cause,” she said.

“It never dawned on
me that T would request
my own climb. At least
this way I will be sur-
rounded by like-minded
individuals. I have the
comfort of knowing there
will be someone who will
be pushing me.”

The three women will
leave Canada for Tanza-
nia on Oct. 3 and Lalonde
Mansfield hopes the
group will summit on
her birthday on Oct. 13.

Although the climb
is several months away,
the trio has several fund-
raising events planned,
including a family fun
fair and barbecue at the
Dunrobin Community
Centre on June 30. The
women hope to raise
nearly $20,000 during the
event, which will feature
family activities and live
entertainment.
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